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The Mission of the Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency is to serve the 
community by guiding redevelopment activities to create a vibrant 
downtown core and revitalized neighborhood, to improve the quality 
of life, and to stimulate economic growth within the Agency’s district.

OUR MISSION.. .

he Port St. Joe Redevelopment 
Agency (PSJRA) has invested 
$3.8 million in our community 

since 2006. A major focus is to bring 
outside investment into the area 
through successful grant applications. 
Through grants last year, a new banner 
series was unveiled, a downtown map 
promoted local business, the US-98 
landscaping project was completed, a 
Master Plan for the BayPark area was 
presented to the City, and a deck was 
constructed at the Billy Joe Rish 
Parking Lot to market our businesses 
and events to all who pass by on 
US-98. Grants are funding pending 
projects: the video documentary of the 
rescue/relocation of the Cape San Blas 
Lighthouse, and construction of new 

sidewalks and improved drainage at 
Martin Luther King Boulevard, and 
construction of the foundation for the 
relocated lighthouse.

A significant portion of the budget 
remains dedicated to helping                
businesses improve  their appearance 
through  the very popular Facade                        
Grant Program, funded directly by the                                
PSJRA.

Community Investment

What is a CRA?
A CRA is a “legal entity, separate and 
distinct from the governing body of the 
county or municipality.” Redevelopment 
Plans address the unique needs of the 
area and must be consistent with the 
municipality’s comprehensive plan. All 
CRA projects and programs must be 
included in the redevelopment plan.

How is a CRA funded?
With focused 
revitalization 
efforts, 
property 
values 
increase, and a percentage of the 
increase (95%) is deposited into the CRA 
trust fund each year. These funds must 
be utilized for programs and projects 
within the Redevelopment Area and 
included in the Redevelopment Plan. 
These funds are not used for general 
government purposes.

How is a CRA 
Governed?
CRA is governed by Florida Statute 163, 
Part Three, Community Redevelopment. 
During its 30- or 40-year term, the CRA 
is overseen by a Board of Directors. The 
The Agency also operates in strict 
accordance with the Sunshine Law. For 
example, meetings must be open to the 
public; reasonable notice must be given, 
and minutes must be produced. 
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PSJRA

The PSJRA engages  in an ongoing 
program of board development to ensure 
the Agency is  well equipped to manage 
all aspects  of day-to-day operations  by 
seeking individuals  with  expertise in 
business, development, real estate, law, 
accounting, financial management, 
marketing,  and construction. By statute, 
the board is  composed of no less  than 
five and no more than nine members. 
The PSJRA recommends  appointments 
to the City of Port St. Joe for their 
approval and confirmation. The PSJRA 
has  instituted a program of “Provisional 
Directors.” Incoming directors  are 
identified several months  prior to their 
appointment to be provided with all 
board business  and to become well 
versed in the Agency’s  status  prior to 
assuming their positions as Directors. 

FY 2013 DIRECTORS
Willie Ramsey - Chair

 Business Owner, Ramsey’s 

Printing and Office Supplies
Boyd Pickett - Vice Chair
	 Business Owner, Port Fine Wine 
	and Spirits
Aaron Farnsley - Treasurer
	 Business Owner, Farnsley & 
	 Johnson Wealth Management 
Linda Gant
	 Business Owner, Gant 
	Barbecue and Catering
Johnny Jenkins
	 Pastor, New Life Christian 
	Center
Michael McKenzie
	 Certified Public Accountant, 
	 Roberson & Associates, PA
Clarence Monette
	 Educator, member St. Joseph 
	Historical Society
Bo Spring
 	 Business Owner, Big Fish 
	Construction and The Fuss
Marie Todd
	 Business Owner, Portside 
	 Trading

Executive Director:  Gail Alsobrook

Board of Directors
Facade Grant Program

The Facade Grant Program funded improvements for several downtown 
businesses in FY 2013 for a total of $20,855.65. Since the inception of the 
program, over $374,000 has been invested in this program. Last year, the 
recipients included:

Laundry Basket % % Windows & Exterior Improvements           $6,249.25

Black’s Island Trading % Exterior Improvements% % % $1,902.35

Estate Jewelry % % Exterior Improvements and Awning% $10,000

Coastal Connections% Signage% % % % % $404.55

Bow Wow Beach Shop% Signage% % % % % $1,746.00

Kelly Rene’s Studio% Signage% % % % % $553.50

%

CONTACT   US

Port St. Joe Redevelopment 
Agency
406 Marina Drive
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

850-229-6899

Gail @PSJRA.com
www. PSJRA.com

The Independent Auditor’s Report includes the PSJRA as a 
“component unit” in the City of Port St. Joe’s audit. A 
component unit is an entity for which the City is considered 
to be financially accountable and is included in the City’s 
reporting because of the significance of its financial 
relationship with the City. The Auditor’s Reports are available 
for review from the City of Port St. Joe.

Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency
406 Marina Drive
Port St. Joe, FL 32456
www. PSJRA.com
Gail @ PSJRA.com
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http://www.PSJRA.com
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Deck at Billy Joe Rish Parking Lot

USDA RBEG provided 
$16,880 to construct a deck 
over the storm-water pond at 
the Billy Joe Rish Memorial 
Parking Lot. The intent of this 
deck is to house an open-air 
information center to 
encourage passers-by to stop and learn about the retail 
opportunities and events happening in and around Port St. 
Joe. The Gulf County Tourist Development Council and 
Gulf County Chamber of Commerce will partner with the 
PSJRA to highlight our local businesses and share 
information on events.

Documentary of the Rescue and Relocation of 
the Cape San Blas Lighthouse

A $125,000 grant from Gulf Coast Tourism and Seafood 
funded the creation of a video documentary to 
memorialize the rescue and relocation of the Cape San 
Blas Lighthouse to George Core Park along the beautiful 
St. Joseph Bay. 

North Port St. Joe Gateway Landscape

Florida Department of Transportation awarded a 
$51,000 grant for landscaping at US-98 between 
Avenues A and D. Known as the “North Port St. Joe 
Gateway” project, this completes the landscaping that 
began on SR-71 and continued north on US-98. 

BayPark Planning and Construction

The PSJRA matched the $15,000 provided by the Coastal 
Partnership Initiative to create a comprehensive Master Plan 
of the BayPark area. The plan includes entitlement and 
permit information, site location, design, and order-of-
magnitude budgets for structures and amenities to enhance 
the park and celebrate the history and culture of Port St. Joe 
and Gulf County. 

The Coastal Partnership Initiative also provided $30,000 
grant for the construction of the Cape San Blas Lighthouse 
foundation at George Core Park. The PSJRA will provide 
$30,000 in matching funds.

Martin Luther King Sidewalk Project

% % Throughout the year, the PSJRA and our 
% % partners, Preble-Rish, Inc. and the community of 
% % North Port S.t Joe, worked diligently with USDA 
% % RBEG to comply with all requirements to %keep 
% %the $ 200,000 grant active. Construction began 
% % in February 2014. 

In 1832, men with “unbounded ambition and 
lust for gold” began building the city of St. Joseph. 
Progress was swift, and by 1839 one of the fi rst steam 
railroads in the United States, the St. Joseph & Iola 
Railroad, was completed. The natural deep-water port 
welcomed ships fi lled with fi ne goods from all over 
the world. “St. Jo promised soon to rival Charleston, 
Savannah, and New Orleans, both in trade and attrac-
tiveness. Life there was idyllic…and the languidness 
of the southern summer was over all.”

In July 1836, the thriving city was incorporated as 
a city and “place of importance,” and the convention 
that framed the fi rst constitution for the Territory of 
Florida was held in December of 1838. 

A dramatic change 
came in July of 1841 
when a ship from the 
West Indies brought yel-
low fever, decimating the 
population. Further, in 
1844, a hurricane “buried 
beneath the sands of 
the sea, or swept to the four winds of heaven, all that 
remained of the proud young city of St. Joseph.”  

Quotes attributed to historian George Mortimer West.
The area never ceased to be a favorite of sportsmen 

and tourists. A bathing pier was a great attraction, 
with its springboards, high chutes, slides, trapeze 
rings and concession stands. A new city, renamed Port 
St. Joe, became incorporated in 1913, and underwent 
rapid growth, with new docks, a saw mill, and 
lucrative lumber, turpentine and sugarcane industry. 
During the 1920’s, Alfred DuPont and Edward Ball 
began accumulating property and created what is now 
known as the St. Joe Company. Earl Sumner Draper, 

Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency
150 Captain Fred’s Place
Port St. Joe, FL 32456

850-229-6899
www.CelebratePortSaintJoe.com

Port St. Joe Redevelopment Agency

a landscape architect who revolutionized urban planning in 
the American South, and was commissioned to create the 
“Draper Plan” for Port St. Joe (see illustration). 

Today, Port St. Joe continues to embrace and protect the 
legendary beauty of the area. While preserving the legacy, 
careful planning incorporates modern amenities and a 
sense of luxury to co-exist with the allure of the water, the 
beaches and pristine environment. We welcome visitors to 
experience and enjoy our unique area with its rich history 
and exciting future.

ESTABLISHED 1836

Albany, Georgia  202 miles
Atlanta, Georgia  322 miles
Birmingham, Alabama  315 miles
Chicago, Illinois  968 miles
Cincinnati, Ohio  783 miles
Columbus, Georgia  211 miles
Destin, Florida     85 miles
Dothan, Alabama  121 miles
Gainesville, Florida  250 miles
Jacksonville, Florida  270 miles
Louisville, Kentucky  678 miles
Mobile, Alabama  197 miles
Montgomery, Alabama 227 miles
Miami, Florida   548 miles
Nashville, Tennessee  504 miles
New Orleans, Louisiana 340 miles
Orlando, Florida  324 miles
Panama City, Florida    46 miles
Pensacola, Florida  139 miles
San Diego, California          2,160 miles
Tallahassee, Florida  100 miles
Tampa, Florida   330 miles

ARE WE THERE YET?

Port Inn, circa 1913

Port Inn, 2013

Shop. Stay. 
Dine. Play!

E.S. Draper, 1930

EXPLORE
HISTORIC PORT ST. JOE

DOWNTOWN

AREA EVENTS

APRIL-NOVEMBER 
Farmer’s Market (1st & 3rd Sat. mornings)

APRIL-SEPTEMBER 
First Friday Art Show (1st Friday of the month)

MAY
Plein Air Paint-Out
Kid’s Win Fishing Tournament

JUNE
Scallop Season Begins
Big Bend Saltwater Classic

JULY - AUGUST
July 4th Celebration
Florida Scallop & Music Festival 

OCTOBER
Songwriter’s Festival
Ghosts on the Coast

DECEMBER
Christmas on the Coast
Celebrate Twice

EXPLORE
MORE...

It is not easy to get to Port St. Joe! We’ve all
heard that the journey is more important than 
the destination. 

Sure, our town is a little off the beaten path—but 
that’s the best part! The remote nature of our area 
has preserved the best, and you may feel as if you 
have stepped back in time to a more relaxed and 
simple way of life. We offer you an area that is 
steeped in history and beauty. Talk about Southern 
Hospitality—in Port St. Joe, you will fi nd some of 
the friendliest people you’ve ever met. Vacation 
homeowners, winter regulars, and returning 
visitors have slowly (we don’t do anything too 
fast) discovered our upbeat, down-home way of 
life, and are eager to share it with new visitors. 
We hope you’ll fi nd a lifestyle here that will 
beckon you to return time and time again.

Fire/Paramedics/Police ................... 911
SeaTow .......................................... 850-229-2869
PSJ Redevelopment Agency .......... 850-229-6899
Gulf County Chamber 
of Commerce ................................. 850-229-1223
Gulf County Tourism 
Development Council ................... 800-482-4853
Gulf County Economic 
Development Council ................... 850-229-1223
Taxi Service ................................... 850-227-5126

IMPORTANT SERVICES

SHOP

STAY

DINE

PLAY
Port St. Joe offers several 
lodging choices, all 
minutes from the beaches 
and each providing 
lovely accommodations, 
compliments of true 
southern hospitality. Port 
Inn is a recently-restored 
21-room hotel located 
just across the street from 
St. Joseph Bay. The new 
Port Cottages are pet-friendly. Tiki Palms Inn is located in a 
quiet residential area, surrounded by charming gardens and a 
relaxed atmosphere. Vacation rental homes are also available 
throughout the beach areas.

Our Historic Shopping 
District is within 
walking distance of 
pristine St. Joseph Bay. 
Boutique shops, owned 
by and staffed with 
southern charm, offer a 
unique variety of gifts 
and treasures to preserve 
memories of your visit. 
Fine art and jewelry 

from local artisans are available in shops and at the SaltAir 
Farmers’ Market (1st and 3rd Saturday mornings, April through 
November). Come and browse to enjoy a unique experience 
with a truly local fl avor.

Restaurants, diners and 
bistros offer everything from 
upscale and trendy to ethnic 
and southern cuisine, many 
with outdoor dining areas 
(and perhaps the best seafood 
you have ever tasted). There 
is no extra charge to sit near 
the water and watch the 
shrimp boats, dolphin, or our 
beautiful sunsets (on this part 
of the panhandle, the sun sets 
over the water). From award-
winning seafood gumbo, to 
chicken and dumplings or 
Thursday-night tapas, 
“it’s all good.”

“St. Joe” offers something 
for everyone. Renowned for 
its pristine beaches, fi shing, 
ecotourism, scalloping, and 
birding; the area remains 
a favorite for naturalists, 
boaters, and sportsmen.  
Maddox Park at Shipyard 
Cove, a repair yard for sailing 
vessels in the 19th century, 
includes walking trails, a 
boardwalk over the salt marsh 
and picnic areas. The town 
offers parades, festivals and 
cultural events. Day spas 
offer relaxation and those 
elusive opportunities to feel 
truly pampered.

1721 : Spanish 

gain occupation of 

St. Joseph Bay
1838 : Florida constitution 

signed in Port. St. Joe

1936 : St. Joe Paper Co. 

begins construction of mill

1999 : Paper mill closes. 

Port St. Joe Marina opens

2008 : Gulf County

Welcome Center opens

2011 : Port City Biking 

and Walking Trail opens

2013 : Lighthouse 

moves to BayParkNew Banners & Historic Downtown Brochure

A $21,480 grant from Gulf Coast Tourism and Seafood 
funded the design and manufacture of a new banner series 
and an updated Historic Downtown brochure and map. 
The banners designed by renowned graphic artist Richard 
Henderson, highlight the year-round events and activities. 
The brochure, located in local hotels,  rental agencies,                                                                 
service stations,                                                                      
and retailers;                                                                  
encourage guests                                                                       
to discover and                                                                      
“stop and shop”                                                                     in 
our Historic                                                                 
Downtown and                                                            
surrounding areas. 

INCOME FROM GRANT AWARDS



Income & Expense
Income - $325,211

Expense - $186,617

Active Grants - $459,360

BayPark'Planning'
Grant,'$15,000'

FDOT'Phase'IV'
Landscaping,'
$51,000'

MLK'Sidewalk'
Project,'
$200,000'

Lighthouse'
Documentary,'
$125,000'

Lighthouse'
FoundaIon'
ConstrucIon,'

$30,000'

Banner'and'
Downtown'
Brochure,'
$21,480'

Billy'Joe'Rish'
Parking'Deck,'

$16,880'

G&A,%
$65,631%

BayFront%Park%
Planning,%$15,000%

Landscape%
Maintenance,%

$14,961%

Downtown%
Improvements,%

$1,404%

Billy%Joe%
Rish%Parking%
Lot,%$61,740%

NPSJ%Grant%
ApplicaMons,%

$5,299%

Façade%Grant,%
$14,606%

Grant%WriMng,%
$7,975%

Prior%Year%
Carryover,%
$122,979%

County%TIF,%
$124,301%

City%TIF,%$77,747%

Interest%Income,%
$184%


